
And what happens at the end of EVERY Mission: Impossible TV episode or movie??? 

The IMF team proves that their mission was NOT impossible, and so have we.   

As many of you are already well aware, introducing TRAIL 

 <click, and wait for the boom>,  

the Technical Report Archive and Image Library. 

While TRAIL may not be as fancy or as cool as a Mach-1 plus attack helicopter with the most advanced 

weapons arsenal in the air, it does OK.  BUT, speaking of that helicopter . . . . . 

<Next click starts Airwolf theme> 

File A56-7W: subject TRAIL.  A technical report digitization project and repository, TRAIL began in 2006 

under the auspices of the Greater Western Library Alliance, in association with the Center for Research 

Libraries.  Led by Maliaca Oxnam at the University of Arizona, and supported by a small cadre of 

engineering and government documents librarians from around the country, TRAIL’s mission is to 

catalog and digitize older, at risk, and otherwise largely undiscoverable U.S. government agency 

technical reports. 

<click> 

Now a Global Resource Network at CRL, TRAIL deploys a user interface at www.technicalreports.org 

which allows access to its available content.  

<click> 

To date TRAIL has cataloged, digitized and made openly available over 28,000 reports.  Reports from 

dozens of series are included in the repository, with the largest numbers coming from the agencies 

listed here.  

<click> 

TRAIL is a member organization, and is reliant upon those members for the funding it needs to do its 

work.  To date, 34 organizations claim membership within TRAIL, but more are needed in order for TRAIL 

to continue its good work.   

<click> 

Why isn’t YOUR institution listed here?  Joining TRAIL is your next priority.  END OF FILE. 

<click to applause> 

  

http://www.technicalreports.org/

