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BRIEF HISTORY OF TRAIL

Purpose: “TRAIL was formed to meet the challenges of access to U.S. technical report 
literature. These reports are rapidly disappearing from library shelves and documents 
collections. TRAIL identifies and digitizes important technical reports, and deposits the 
resulting files and metadata in trusted repositories: the HathiTrust and the University 
of North Texas (UNT) digital libraries. TRAIL's work is made possible by its member 
institutions, which support digitization and cataloging costs through an annual 
membership fee. .”



BRIEF HISTORY OF TRAIL
Collection has 61, 500 technical reports as of 6/2017.

Majority are from the 20th century.

Partnerships: 

Center for Research Libraries (CRL) - website and collaborative 
workspace

University of Arizona – Processes Documents (organizes 
shipments, creates catalogs, sends to either U Mich or UNT)

University of Michigan/Google/Hathi Trust – Digitizes regular sized 
paper reports

University of North Texas – Digitizes larger documents, microfiche,  
or objects

University of Washington – Developed & maintains search 
interface



Member institutions 
nominate a TRAIL 
representative.

TRAIL seeks volunteers to 
work on all phases of 
preserving the 
documents.

There are currently 13 
Personal Members; their 
institutions do not 
participate in TRAIL but 
these members are 
interested in its mission.

CRL RESEARCH GUIDE
COLLECTIONS



Located at CRL website and maintained by University of Washington.

TRAIL INTERFACE



HATHI TRUST DIGITIZATION EXAMPLE
DECLASSIFIED 12/6/1955



ADVANCED SEARCH



SIMPLE SEARCH FOR URANIUM



UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS  
DIGITIZATION EXAMPLE



IDEAS 

Incorporate in information literacy or basic search classes

Perform double duty – examine older facts and teach catalog or 
database searching skills for current information

Show reliable websites that have more interactive content to 
update the incorrect facts



EVALUATION EXAMPLE

Scientific information on older 
documents can be outdated. Students 
can use TRAIL documents to start 
reading scientific works and investigate 
the current information and reliable 
websites.

Moore, Richard B. & Kithil, Karl L. A Preliminary 
Report on Uranium, Radium, and 
Vanadium, report, 1916; Washington D.C.. 
(digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc12283/: a
ccessed July 14, 2017), University of North Texas 
Libraries, Digital Library, digital.library.unt.edu; 
crediting UNT Libraries Government Documents 
Department.

https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc12283/
https://digital.library.unt.edu/


RESEARCH THE HISTORY OF MINING

Page  24A 

Photographs show:
• Places that might not exist today

• Environmental damage
• Instruments used
• Safety measures?

• Vanadium deposits



MAP FROM PAGE 70A



COMPARE TO TRI 
(TOXIC RELEASE INVENTORY)



ENGINEERING ECONOMICS – PAGE 33 

What are current costs mining vanadium? Compare to 
1916 expenses.



USES – PAGE 57



EXAMINE HANDBOOKS FOR CURRENT 
INFORMATION (KNOVEL)



21ST CENTURY USES 



RADIUM - MEDICAL USES & HALF-LIFE 
EXPLANATIONS - PAGE 60



NEW NAME FOR DISEASE



CURRENT TREATMENTS
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