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CRL Global Resources Collections Forum:  

“Shared Resources / Common Vision” 

 

News and Newspapers:  

An Update on Preservation and Access Initiatives 



Session Outline 
 

• An overview of CRL’s news agenda 

 

• Electronic access to current and historical news databases 

 

• An update on CRL news digitization 

 

• Prospects for access to broadcast databases 



Access to News - Challenges 
 

• Space / resources are increasingly scarce 

 

• Variety, amount of news resources in electronic format increasing 

 

• Born-digital archiving still not to scale 

 

• New demands for scholarly access, use of content 

 

• Uneven coverage / quality of digital resources 



CRL’s “News Agenda” 
 

Advocacy 

• Exert collective influence on publishers 

• Support non-proprietary, community efforts 

• Enlist support from non-traditional sectors 

 
Assessment 

• Better understand researcher needs 

• Increase info on content & functionality 

• Continue to monitor landscape of production 



Licensing Overview 
 

Objectives 

• Exert collective influence on savings, terms, content & 

functionality, 

• Support community efforts to influence the direction of the 

scholarly research enterprise. 

 

Impact / Examples  

• 24 news databases offered via license since 2010 

• 174 takeups by 89 unique institutions 



eDesiderata 
 

• Product Reviews & Details 

 

• CRL Offers 

 

• Provider Profiles 

 

 

http://edesiderata.crl.edu/  

 

 

http://edesiderata.crl.edu/
http://edesiderata.crl.edu/


The New York Times – Academic Site License 
 

• Access to full content, functionality of  www.nytimes.com  

• News, opinions, features, video, multimedia, reviews, blogs, 

social media, Times Topics, etc. 

 

• Available to download (PDF): 

• 1851–1922: freely available 

• 1923–1980: limited access (5/day/user) 

• Times Machine: digital page replicas for every edition from 

1851–1980. 

 

• Available to view online 

• 1981–Present: Full articles accessible to subscribers. 

 

http://timesmachine.nytimes.com/browser


 

 

 

 

 

 





“Framing a Common Agenda” : an ICON Summit  
 

Purpose 

• To consider the current state of newspaper digitization and 

priorities for future activities,  

• To identify appropriate roles, responsibilities, and protocols 

for information sharing to make future efforts sustainable 

and transparent.  

Participants 

• National libraries  

• State and academic libraries 

• Commercial publishers 

• Academic network representatives 

• Funding organizations 



ICON Database of International Newspapers  
 

 



ICON Database of International Newspapers  
 

 



ICON Database of International Newspapers  
 

 



ICON Database of International Newspapers  
 

 



ICON Database of International Newspapers  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From “State of the Art: A Comparative Analysis of Newspaper Digitization  

to Date” April 2015. 

 



ICON Database of International Newspapers  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From “State of the Art: A Comparative Analysis of Newspaper Digitization  

to Date” April 2015. 

 



Digitized Newspaper Repository Assessment 
 

Objectives: 
• Greater transparency in news databases and repositories 

• “Actionable intelligence” on investment for digitization, 

licensing 

 

Assessment Metrics:  
• Organizational Infrastructure 

• Planning and Management of Digital Newspaper Program 

• Content Management 

• Technologies and Technological Infrastructure 



Update on digitization of CRL collections 
 

• CRL DDS 

• WNA  (BL Challenges?) 



Update on digitization of CRL collections 
 

• CRL DDS 

• WNA  (BL Challenges?) 



Update on digitization of CRL collections 
 

• Placeholder for AMP content slide here 



Update on digitization of CRL collections 
 

• World Newspaper Archive 
 

                                                                Page count (actual / targeted) 

 
Latin American Newspapers 1.27 million pages 

African Newspapers  400,000 pages 

South Asian Newspapers  550,000 pages 

Latin American Newspapers, 2    1.2 million pages 



Update on digitization of CRL collections 
 

• CRL DDS 

• WNA  (BL Challenges?) 



Prospects for access to broadcast databases 

 
• Reference to recent FOCUS article 

 



Prospects for access to broadcast databases 

 
• Vanderbilt Television News Archive 

• 42,000+ hours of news broadcasts,  

• 1.06 million records, including abstracts 

• 700+ loans per year  

 

 

 

 



Prospects for access to broadcast databases 

 
• UCLA NewsScape 

• 230,000+ hours of broadcasts, 2005- 

• 38 networks (15 non-US) 

• 2 billion closed-captioning texts and program listings 

 


